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Dr. Rita R. Colwell

Distinguished University Professor, University of Maryland College Park and
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health

Senior Advisor and Chairman Emeritus, Canon U. S. Life Sciences

Chairman and President, CosmosiID, Inc.

Born in Beverly, Massachusetts, Dr. Rita Colwell holds a B.S. in Bacteriology and an M.S.

in Genetics, from Purdue University, and a Ph.D. in Oceanography from the University of

Washington. Dr. Colwell served as the | 1th Director of the National Science Foundation,

1998-2004. In her capacity as NSF Director, she served as Co-chair of the Committee on

Science of the National Science and Technology Council. One of her major interests includes

K-12 science and mathematics education, graduate science and engineering education and the increased participation
of women and minorities in science and engineering. Before going to NSF, Dr. Colwell was President of the University
of Maryland Biotechnology Institute and Professor of Microbiology and Biotechnology at the University Maryland. She
was also a member of the National Science Board from 1984 to 1990. Dr. Colwell has previously served as Chairman
of the Board of Governors of the American Academy of Microbiology and also as President of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and many other societies. She has been awarded 55 honorary degrees from institutions
of higher education, including the 2006 National Medal of Science awarded by the President of the United States. Dr.
Colwell has held many advisory positions in the U.S. Government, nonprofit science policy organizations, and private
foundations, as well as in the international scientific research community. She is a nationally-respected scientist and
educator, and has authored or co-authored |7 books and more than 800 scientific publications. She produced the award-
winning film, Invisible Seas, and has served on editorial boards of numerous scientific journals. Her interests are focused
on global infectious diseases, water, and health, and she is currently developing an international network to address
emerging infectious diseases and water issues, including safe drinking water for both the developed and developing
world, in collaboration with Safe Water Network.

Dr. Veronica van Heyningen

Fellow, The Royal Society, UK
Honorary Professor, University of Edinburgh

Born in Hungary, Veronica was at school in England, and an undergraduate at Girton

College, Cambridge studying Natural Sciences including Genetics. After a Master of

Science degree from Northwestern University, she gained a doctorate at the University of

Oxford. A prestigious Beit Memorial Fellowship enabled her to move to a well-known lab

in Edinburgh when her husband was appointed University Lecturer in Biochemistry there.

Their son and daughter were born in Edinburgh, in 1975 and 1976. In 1977 Veronica took

a tenure-track postdoctoral position at the Medical Research Council's Human Genetics

Unit (MRC HGU). In 1984, as a tenured junior group leader, she embarked on a fruitful interaction with Nick Hastie
and several international collaborators to identify the genes associated with a childhood kidney tumour and an
eye malformation named aniridia (absence of the iris). Much subsequent work centred on the aniridia gene: how it
fulfils its many functions and how it interacts with other eye disease genes. The 1993 award of a Howard Hughes
International Research Scholarship from the USA provided early recognition and support. Around this time, Veronica
was appointed Head of Section at MRC HGU, allowing her to mentor not only her own students and postdocs, but also
young group leaders. Other honours include Fellowships of the Royal Society and Academy of Medical Sciences, and
EMBO Membership. In 2010 Veronica was awarded a CBE (Commander of the British Empire). She also served as
President of the European Society of Human Genetics and of the Genetics Society. Membership of the Human Genetics
Commission for six years gave her an opportunity to explore important ethical issues in genetics. In 2012 Veronica
retired from MRC HGU, but continues to pursue several projects there and at University College London.
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